
Robert "Bob" Whitton
October 17, 1924 - October 25, 2012

Robert “Bob” Laverne Whitton, 88, passed away early the morning of October 25, 2012
surrounded by his loving family. 
He was born October 17, 1924 in Rush County, a son of the late Fay and Anna (Pitts)
Whitton. 
Bob was raised by his uncle and aunt, Miller and Georgia (Ellis) Whitton after his mother’s
passing when he was an infant. He attended school in Rushville and after graduation
joined the U. S. Army serving his country during WWII. After returning home from his tour
of military service he married the love of his life, Mary Ann Gorman on September 10,
1945 and they had three children together. Bob relocated his family to Los Angeles,
California where he worked for the L.A. Department of Water and Power until he retired in
1987 and they moved back to New Castle. 
He was a member of the Elks Lodge of New Castle and was an avid sports fan, enjoying
the Indiana Pacers and the Indianapolis Colts. He was for many years a season ticket
holder for the New Castle Trojans basketball team. He also loved auto racing and was a
huge NASCAR fan and was very involved with his daughters in quarter midget racing. 
He is survived by his children, Jerry (wife: Maryan) Whitton of Riverside, California and
Deborah Whitton of New Castle; six grandchildren, Matthew Varney of Lexington,
Kentucky, Miranda Varney of Denver, Colorado, Megan Varney of Ridgecrest, California,
Tim Whitton of Anaheim Hills, California, Michelle Whitton Cardwell of Menifee, California
and Greg Whitton of Riverside, California; five great-grandchildren, Nicholas and Courtney
Cardwell of Menifee, California, Ruby Anne Varney of Lexington, Kentucky, Sullivan
Nyholm of Ridgecrest, California and Dominic Whitton of Riverside, California; a sister,
Mary Olive Johnson of Ft Wayne and brother, Fay (Gene) Whitton of Atlanta, Georgia. 
In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his wife, Mary Ann (Gorman)
Whitton; a daughter, Anne Marie Varney; his uncle and aunt, Miller and Georgia (Ellis)
Whitton and sister, Norma Eileen Whitton. 
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m. Monday, October 29, 2012 at Sproles Family
Funeral Home with Deacon Russ Woodard officiating. Burial will follow in St. Anne
Cemetery with military honors. 
Friends may call from 10:00 a.m. until time of service on Monday at the funeral home. 



Memorial contributions may be made to the St. Anne Church funeral dinners with
envelopes available at the funeral home. You may send the family a personal condolence
at www.sprolesfamilycares.com. 
Sproles Family Funeral Home is honored to care for the family of Bob Whitton.
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TRACY STRONG - October 29, 2012 at 10:59 AM

Prayers for Mr. Whitton and his family. He came in to the Doctors office where I
worked and was the sweetest man. He will be missed dearly.

BILL VAN ALST - October 29, 2012 at 09:27 AM

CONDOLENCES TO THE WHITTON FAMILY. I AM A GRANDSON OF RUSSEL
AND MARGRET POER. NEPHEW OF MARILYN REAGAN. I HAVE GREAT
MEMORIES OF THE GORMAN FAMILY.

Ed and Caren Hale - October 26, 2012 at 10:46 PM

My love and prayers go out to everyone that has ever been associated with Uncle
Bob. A precious man that will never be forgotten!

Alan Whitton - October 26, 2012 at 07:23 PM

Life has a way of passing with regrets that cannot be changed, no matter how
hard you think you have tried one wishes he has done more while here. I feel very
lucky to have finally shared some time with uncle Bob recently, now wishing it
was more. Luck forward & smile, I know he was a good man & now smiling back.
God Speed to my uncle Bob Whitton. With deep regards, Al Whitton


